ROYAL COLLEGE OF VETERINARY
SURGEONS’ WAR MEMORIAL FUND
AND LIBRARY

Clare Boulton and Alison McClary

Along with portraits and photographs of past presidents, the Royal College of
Veterinary Surgeons’ (RCVS) staircase also displays a number of war
memorials. One especially impressive memorial pays tribute to the sixty seven
members of the RCVS who lost their lives during the First World War.

The Army Veterinary Corps (AVC) was formed in 1903 following pressure to
reform the Army Veterinary Services after the enormous animal losses incurred
in the South African War (1899-1902). In 1906 the Corps combined with the
Army Veterinary Department and in 1907 Major General Sir Frederick Smith
became Director General and set about reorganising the force and introducing
modern veterinary methods and equipment.

At the outbreak of the First World War there were 364 AVC officers; by 1918
this had increased to over 1,600 officers, with half of the members of the RCVS
at that time serving in the AVC. The AVC established mobile veterinary
sections to evacuate wounded animals from the front line to the veterinary
hospitals. Here they were treated for battle injuries as well as exhaustion, skin
diseases and the effects of gas.

During the South African War animal losses were great, however, the First
World War saw a relatively high success rate — over 2 million of the 2.5 million
horses hospitalised in France returned to duty. On 27 November 1918 King
George V conferred the Royal prefix to the Corps in recognition of their work.

The RCVS also wished to recognise the work of the AVC and in particular the
sacrifice of its members who had died on active service. The RCVS annual
report for 1919/1920 notes the Council’s decision to appeal for funds for a
‘memorial to commemorate the sacrifice made by members of the College ...
during the recent war’." It was hoped that donations would be generous enough
to fund a Memorial Tablet and to provide a large endowment to the Library, in
Red Lion Square.

After an initial surge of interest, with details of many promised donations
published in The Veterinary Record on 13 March 1920, the progress of the fund
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began to falter. At the 1920 AGM, Mr Thomas Salusbury Price, member of
council, expressed his disappointment® — he did not consider a donation of £2
per MRCVS an unreasonable amount. At this time there were three thousand
members of the College, which would represent a fund of £6,000. Mr Price
himself donated the sum of £100.

The RCVS’ Registrar, Fred Bullock, confided in a personal letter to Major
General Sir Frederick Smith that ‘the war memorial fund had not realised nearly
as much as I looked for.”® In the same letter, Bullock stated he was determined
to ‘tap the societies and perhaps the students’ for donations toward the
memorial; he firmly believed in involving veterinary students in the profession
as early as possible in their careers. Bullock’s view had previously been
expressed in an issue of The Veterinary Record ‘The Fund deserves support
from every member who can afford it and from every Veterinary Society’.”
Following further appeals, including one to past and present officers of the
Royal Army Veterinary Corps (RAVC), and with the Fund standing at £962. 6s.
3d ° the memorial was installed in the College at a cost of £155 in March 1921.

The commissioning of the Memorial and the proposed expansion of the library
were intended to give expression to the ‘gratitude and pride® felt by the
veterinary profession, towards those that gave their lives. At the ceremonial
unveiling of the plaque on 7 April 1921 the contribution of the RAVC to the war
effort was emphasised in a speech given by Major-General Layton Blenkinsop,
Director-General of the Army Veterinary Service. He noted that the admirable
work done by the RAVC in ‘the saving of animal wastage was an essential
factor in helping us to victory’ which resulted in ‘a saving to the taxpayer of
over £127,000,000" in comparison to the animal casualties of the South African
War.

The memorial measures 58cm in width and 123cm at its tallest and bears the
dates of the First World War, and the names of nine members of the RCVS
Killed in action, twenty four who died of wounds and thirty four who died of
disease. Carved at the apex is the College crest, flanked by two oak branches,
symbolising patriotism, bravery and strength. An ornate scroll, below the names
of the dead, gives the Latin phrase ‘Dulce et Decorum est Pro Patria Mori’.

In May 1920 an editorial in The Veterinary Record expressed the hope to
‘perpetuate many worthy names’ some that would be ‘widely recognised as
such by their contemporaries’® by instating a memorial in the Royal College of
Veterinary Surgeons.
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So what do we know about these ‘worthy names’? Investigations show that fifty
four were serving with the AVC when they died and a further seven with other
national veterinary corps. There is quite a spread in age — inevitably many died
young, with four dying within a year of graduating, alongside this there are six
who were aged over fifty some of whom had served previously in the South
African War. Between them the sixty seven men had served on most of the front
lines of war around the world. As a result they are buried, or commemorated, in
the battlefields of France, Egypt, Greece, Turkey, Malta and India, amongst
others. Not all of the names had obituary notices in The Veterinary Record but
from those that did we can learn a little more about the background and
character of these men.

Lieutenant John Wilson Brownless left England for Turkey as a renowned vet in
polo-playing circles, and the recipient of many scholastic awards. He died
attending to injured horses under heavy shell fire, aged 40, and is buried in the
Pink Farm Cemetery, Helles.® '

Captain William Benn Cronyn, a favourite in Irish hunting circles, volunteered
for Foreign Service despite being over military age. He died on 1 February 1918
in a hospital in Marseilles, aged 55, of meningitis.™*

Lieutenant Colonel John R.D. Beech graduated from Edinburgh in 1881. He
served in the Egyptian War and then joined the Gordon Relief Expedition.
Later he went to Abyssinia and single-handedly carried a letter from Queen
Victoria to King John of Abyssinia for which he was awarded the C.M.G. He
rejoined the army for the South African War and commanded the 2" Regiment
of the Scottish Horse from 1904-1913 before taking command of the 2/1%
Regiment of the Scottish Horse in 1914.*

Captain Archibald Wright Campbell, the only son of Archibald Wright
MRCVS, joined the AVC as soon as he graduated from Glasgow. Serving in
Salonica and Palestine he sustained a gunshot wound to the head in action and
died, aged 22, over two weeks later on 13" December 1918. He is buried in
Kantara War Memorial Cemetery, Egypt.™

Captain Harry Leonard Anthony was the son of a well known horse breeder and
was one of six brothers at the Front. Graduating from London in 1901 he saw
service in South Africa. He was Officer commanding the 1/1 London Mobile
Veterinary Service which on arrival in France in 1916 was attached to the 56"
Division and was mentioned in dispatches for his services in the great push on
the Somme. He was killed instantly on 2 May 1917, aged 40, and is buried in
the cemetery in Arras."
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Lieutenant Stuart Kirby Jones was Veterinary Officer in charge of 25" Brigade
of the Royal Field Artillery. He was wounded on the 15 September 1914 and
died of his wounds, aged 25, on 18 September 1914. He is buried in the
cemetery in Versailles. His obituary records his brilliant academic career at
Liverpool, where he won numerous medals, ‘his moral courage’ and his prize
winning athleticism. *°

Captain Robert W. Clarke gave up an ‘extensive practice’ to join up soon after
war broke out. He was on board the ‘Mercian’ when she was shelled by a U
Boat in the Mediterranean and survived many hours in the water. He died, from
dysentery, in hospital in Cairo on 19 August 1918 leaving a widow and two
young daughters.*®

What of the other intention of the Memorial Fund, namely to provide an
endowment to the RCVS Library to enable it to catalogue its collections and
introduce a lending library?

At the unveiling ceremony for the memorial RCVS President Mr O. Charnock
Bradley spoke of how:

‘... alibrary at one and the same time shows how knowledge has been
acquired — painfully, for the most part — and points the direction in
which a further advance is to be made. In it the past speaks to the
present and the future, and surely that is the very spirit of memorial”."’

Past President John McKinna spoke of:

‘... the great need [for] a sufficient income to keep the library up to
date and to render the literature it contains easily accessible by means

of a detailed catalogue’.*®

After a further plea for more support for the Memorial Fund he then invited the
guests to view the library, renamed the ‘War Memorial Library’, which had
been relocated to a larger room on the second floor of Red Lion Square.

In addition to giving the library additional space RCVS Council had also agreed
to purchase some current veterinary literature with the remaining Memorial
Fund. However there were insufficient funds to purchase the additional shelving
required or to put in place the cataloguing of the books. A further appeal was
made for funds during 1921 but it appears that they were not forthcoming and in
the Annual Report for 1921/22 the Librarian refers to the expected annual
interest on the Fund and states that:
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‘It is obvious that the ordinary income of the Fund is quite inadequate for the
maintenance of a Central library for the profession, and that an annual grant

from the general funds of the College will be necessary’."®

The Annual Report for 1922/23 records that this annual grant was agreed and
set at a sum of £100 per annum. It is recorded that this additional income meant
that the additional furniture could be purchased, a postal loan service introduced
and a temporary member of staff employed to commence work on a catalogue.”

The material recorded in that catalogue forms the basis of the current Library’s
Historical Collection. The postal loan service continues although, of course,
much information is now available electronically. It is unlikely, however, that
any current library user is aware that its origins began with the desire to honour
the sacrifice made by members of the profession nearly a century ago.

Anyone wishing to view the War Memorial or any of the material in the
Historical Collection should contact the RCVS Trust Librarian on the details
given below.
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RCVS FIRST WORLD WAR MEMORIAL

Reports, The Veterinary Record (VR) and the Commonwealth War Graves Commission website.

Members of the RCVS commemorated on the First World War memorial. Compiled using RCVS record cards, RCVS Registers, RCVS Annual

Killed in Action

Name and Full name Vet College & | Regiment Age Date of Buried/Commemorated | Notice of

rank on date of death Death/Obituary

memorial graduation

Capt. A. C. Alexander London Army Veterinary | 35 20/04/1915 | Ypres Reservoir VR 27 (1400)

Anderson Campbell 14/7/1905 Corps Cemetery, Belgium p570 1915

Anderson

Capt H. L. Harry Leonard | London Army Veterinary | 40 02/05/1917 | Faubourg d'Amiens VR 29 (1507)

Anthony Anthony 16/7/1901 Corps Cemetery, Arras, France p489 1917
VR 29 (1510)
p529 1917
VR 29 (1514) p24
1917

Lt Col JRD John Robert D | Edin Scottish Horse 55 06/11/1915 | Innerwick-in-Glenlyon VR 28 (1429)

Beech Beech 27/4/1881 parish churchyard, p232 1915

Scotland
Major WO William Orford | Edin Indian Civil unknown | 30/12/1915 | Chatby memorial, Egypt N/A
Dawson Dawson 21/5/1894 Veterinary
Department
Lieut V Fox Vincent Fox Dublin Army Veterinary | unknown | 26/08/1914 | Caudry British Cemetery, | VR 27 (1369)
14/12/1911 Corps France 1914 p208
Capt A Goulé Arthur Goulé London South African unknown | 12/9/1918 unknown VR 31 (1596)
18/4/1871 Veterinary Corps p280 1919

Capt ES Edward Spread | Dublin Royal Irish Rifles | 25 27/10/1914 | Le Touret Memorial, N/A

Mulcahy- Mulcahy- 10/12/1913 France

Morgan Morgan




9.1

Capt. D Pollock | Daniel Pollock | Glasgow Army Veterinary | unknown | 15/4/1917 Mikra Memorial, Greece | VR 29 (1505)
17/12/1914 Corps p475 1917
VR 29 (1507)
p498 1917
Capt. J. Sherley | James Sherley | London Army Veterinary | 51 27/11/1917 | Gouzeaucourt New VR 30 (1537)
28/6/1888 Corps British Cemetery, France | p249 1917
Died of Wounds
Name and Full name Vet College & | Regiment Age Date of Buried/Commemorated | Notice of
rank on date of death Death/Obituary
memorial graduation
Lieut SIW John Wilson Edin Army Veterinary | unknown | June 1915 Pink Farm Cemetery, VR 27 (1407)
Brownless Brownless 21/5/1897 Corps Helles, Turkey p654 1915
VR 28 (1408)
p7&8 1915
VR 28 (1409) p24
1915
Capt. WAI William Arthur | Dublin Army Veterinary | 25 24/07/1917 | Poperinghe New Military | VR 30 (1518)
Buchanan Irvine 16/7/1914 Corps Cemetery, Belgium P 69 1917
Buchanan
Capt. AW Archibald Glasgow Army Veterinary | unknown | 13/12/1917 | Kantara War Memorial VR 30 (1539)
Campbell Wright 17/6/1916 Corps Cemetery, Egypt p282 1918
Campbell
Capt. AH Clapp | Alfred Henry London Army Veterinary | 42 15/05/1916 | Mericourt-I'Abbe VR 28 (1455)
Clapp 31/1/1895 Corps Communal Cemetery p542 1916
Extension, France
Major. JW Coe | Joseph William | London Army Veterinary | 49 21/10/1917 | St. Sever Cemetery, VR 30 (1529)
Coe 17/5/1889 Corps. Deputy Rouen, France pl79 1917
Asst. Director of VR 30 (1530)
Veterinary pl89 1917
Services VR 30 (1535)

p2341917
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Capt. LB Cole Leonard Baker | London Army Veterinary | 36 09/05/1918 | Daours Communal VR 31(1572) p63
Cole 20/12/1907 Corps Cemetery Extension, 1918
France
Capt. CAVC. EM | Elijah Marsh London Canadian Army 48 27/09/1918 | Les Baraques Military VR 31 (1580)
Dixon Dixon 20/5/1892 Veterinary Corps Cemetery, Sangatte, pl32 1918
France
Capt. TF Thomas Francis | Dublin Army Veterinary | 25 28/07/1916 | Terlincthun British Times 8/8/1916
Donworth Donworth 15/12/1914 Corps Cemetery, Wimille,
France
Lieut. FH Doyle | Francis Hubert | Dublin Army Veterinary | unknown | 12/10/1916 | Cairo War Memorial VR 29 (1483)
Doyle 12/7/1916 Corps Cemetery, Egypt p245 1916
Capt. D Hannay | David Hannay | Edin Army Veterinary | 36 17/01/1918 | St. Sever Cemetery, VR 30 (1545)
19/5/1909 Corps Rouen, France p332 1918
Capt. A Hoskins | Alfred Hoskin London Army Veterinary | 26 04/07/1917 | Bailleul Communal VR 30 (1514) p24
10/7/1913 Corps Cemetery Extension 1917
(nord), France
Lieut. FW Edward Liverpool Army Veterinary | unknown | 29/01/1918 | Hollybrook Memorial, N/A
Hughes William 16/12/1916 Corps Southampton, England
Hughes
Capt. H. Mc Hugh McColl Glasgow Army Veterinary | 30 04/04/1918 | Picquigny British VR 30 (1556)
Johnston Johnston 18/5/1911 Corps Cemetery, France p453 & 461
1918
Lieut. SK Jones | Stuart Kirby Liverpool Army Veterinary | 25 18/09/1914 | Les Gonards Cemetery, VR 27 (1369)
Jones 21/7/1911 Corps Versailles, France p208 1914
Capt. RE Leach | Robert Edward | London Army Veterinary | 30 29/11/1917 | Vlamertinghe New VR 30 (1536)
Leach 18/7/1912 Corps Military Cemetery, p249 1917
Belgium
Capt.. T Lilico Thomas New Edin New Zealand 49 6/4/1917 unknown VR 29 (1510)
Gordon Lilico 23/5/1888 Veterinary Corps p518 1917
Lieut. RHC Roy Herbert London Army Veterinary | unknown | 25/12/1915 | Pont-Remy British VR 28 (1435)
Lucas Charles Lucas 22/12/1914 Corps Cemetery, France p309 1916




8.1

Major WI William London Army Veterinary | 38 14/05/1917 | Bapaume Australian VR 29 (1508)
Macauley Ingham 16/12/1905 Corps . Assistant Cemetery, France P509-510 1917
Macauley Director of
Veterinary
Services
Capt. AD Arthur D Liverpool Royal Army unknown | 14/09/1919 | Cairo War Memorial VR 32 (1633)
Morgan Morgan 16/12/1912 Veterinary Corps Cemetery, Egypt p180 1919
Capt. JH Jacob Hope Edin New Zealand 32 12/06/1917 | Kandahar Farm VR 29 (1511)
Primmer Primmer 24/5/1906 Veterinary Corps Cemetery, Belgium 1917 p538
Capt. F Roche Francis Roche | Dublin Army Veterinary | 28 30/06/1917 | Etaples Military N/A
22/7/1912 Corps Cemetery, France
Capt. GC Taylor | George Charles | London Army Veterinary | 24 06/09/1918 | Sun Quarry Cemetery, VR 31(1595)
Taylor 5/7/1916 Corps Cherisy, France p271 1919
Capt. GN George Noel Glasgow New Zealand unknown | 26/05/1917 | Estaires Communal VE 29 (1509)
Waugh Waugh 25/5/1897 Veterinary Corps Cemetery and extension, | p518 1917
France
Major. HM Herbert London Army Veterinary | 38 23/12/1917 | Rocquigny-Equancourt VR 30 (1539)
Williams Mainwaring 16/12/1904 Corps Road British Cemetery, p282 1918
Williams Manancourt, France VR 30 (1540)
p294 1918
Died from Disease
Name and Full name Vet College & | Regiment Age Date of Buried/Commemorated | Notice of
rank on date of death Death/Obituary
memorial graduation
Major. J James D London Royal Army 36 04/12/1918 | City of Paris cemetery, VR 31(1588)
Blakeway Blakeway 12/7/1904 Veterinary Corps Pantin, France p200 1918
Capt. J Bradley | John Bradley N Edin Royal Army unknown | 17/02/1919 | Houchin British VR 31(1601)
19/12/1901 Veterinary Corps Cemetery, France p314 1919
Major. WS William Stanley | London Royal Army 61 18/12/1918 | Worcester (Astwood) VR (31) 1595
Carless Carless 1/4/1878 Veterinary Corps Cemetery, England p271 1919




6.1

Lt Col. FU Carr Frederick London Army Veterinary | 45 10/11/1917 | Haworth (St. Michael) VR 30 (1532)
Ulysses Carr 14/12/1893 Corps churchyard, England p205 1917
VR 30 (1534)
p227 1917
VR 30 (1537)
p257 1917
Capt. DR Denham London Government unknown | 1914 unknown VR 27 (1378)
Chatterley Robert 17/7/1908 Veterinary p316 1914
Chatterley Service Rhodesia
Capt. WT William Kerwin | Edin Army Veterinary | 40 20/2/1918 Brompton Cemetery, VR 30 (1547)
Christie Tully-Christie 17/12/1906 Corps England p366 1918
Capt. RW Robert W London Army Veterinary unknown | 19/08/1916 | Cairo War Memorial VR 29 (1469)
Clarke Clarke 18/12/1886 Corps Cemetery, Egypt pl102 1916
Capt. RB Robert Bowes | London Army Veterinary | 28 27/09/1918 | Bralo British Cemetery, VR 31 (1580)
Cockburn Cockburn 20/7/1911 Corps Greece p131-132 1918
Capt. JR Crane | James Robert London Army Veterinary | 37 08/05/1918 | Nottingham Church VR 30 (1561)
Crane 21/12/1906 Corps cemetery, England p506 1918
Capt. WB William Benn Edin Army Veterinary | 55 01/02/1918 | Ste. Marie cemetery, le VR 30 (1544)
Cronyn Cronyn 22/5/1888 Corps Havre, France p332 1918
VR 30 (1545)
p344 1918
Major. WGB Walter George | New Edin 57 6/8/1914 unknown VR 27 (1362)
Dickinson Burnett 14/7/1881 pl20 1914
Dickinson VR 27 (1363)
p135 1914
Capt. T Thomas New Edin Army Veterinary | 49 10/01/1917 | Northwich Cemetery, VR 29 (1489)
Eastwood Eastwood 16/12/1889 Corps England p306 1917
Capt. E Evans Edward Evans Edin Army Veterinary | unknown | 21/5/1918 Llan ffestiniog Cemetery, | VR 30 (1563)
19/12/1898 Corps Wales p522 1918
Capt. GC George Clifford | London Royal Army 28 14/04/1919 | Church Stretton VR 31(1606)
Harding Harding 9/7/1914 Veterinary Corps (Cunnery Road) p380 1919

Cemetery, England
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Brid Gen. EH Edwin Hills London Indian Veterinary | unknown | 24/07/1916 | Simla Cemetry, India VR 29 (1470)
Hazelton Hazelton 29/3/1883 Corps pll2 1916
Capt. J.F. Heyes | John Peter London Army Veterinary | unknown | 06/07/1916 | Pieta Military Cemetery, | VR 29 (1464)
Heyes 17/5/1895 Corps Malta p51 1916
Capt. AA Arthur Akin Edin Army Veterinary | 32 25/10/1918 | Doiran Military Cemetery | VR 31 (1584)
Higgins Higgins 25/5/1910 Corps Greece 1918 p167-168
Lt Col. JD John London Indian Civil 47 2/3/1915 unknown VR 27 (1398)
Holmes Dalrymple 16/5/1895 Veterinary p560 1915
Edgar Holmes Department VR 27 (1399)
p563 1915
VR 27 (1400)
p580 1915
Capt. JHT James Henry New Edin Army Veterinary | unknown | 28/09/1918 | Derby (Nottingham VR 31(1579)
Kenyon Turnor Kenyon | 16/4/1874 Corps Road) Cemetery, England | p123 1918
Lieut. CH Charles Henry Dublin Army Veterinary | 33 16/08/1915 | Alexandria (Chatby) VR 28 (1416)
Lambert Lambert 11/12/1908 Corps Military and War pl04 1915
Memorial Cemetery,
Egypt
Lt Col. H Lenox- | Hubert London Army Veterinary | 47 15/03/1918 | Kilgobbin Burial Ground, | VR 30 (1550)
Conyngham Maxwell 27/3/1896 Corps Republic of Ireland p390 1918
Lenox- VR 30 (1552)
Conyngham p412 1918
Capt. HC Lowry | Henry Cooke Edin Army Veterinary | 32 11/07/1916 | Basra War Cemetery, Iraq | VR 29 (1464)
Lowry 17/12/1910 Corps p51 1916
Lieut. H Hugh Glasgow Army Veterinary | 43 04/11/1915 | Neilston Cemetery, N/A
McCartney McCartney 18/12/1894 Corps Scotland
Capt. DH Daniel Hay Glasgow New Zealand unknown | 20/12/1916 | Cairo War Memorial N/A
Machattie Machattie 20/12/1900 Veterinary Corps Cemetery, Egypt
Lieut. TA Thomas Dublin Army Veterinary unknown | 6/10/1918 unknown VR 31(1598)
O'Brien Augustine 12/12/1917 Corps p296 1919

O'Brien




181

Capt. AR Arthur Richard | Edin Army Veterinary | 44 27/06/1918 | Louth Cemetery, England | VR 31 (1565)
Routledge Routledge 23/5/1895 Corps P7 1918
VR 31 (1567) p22
1918
Capt. W Scott William Scott New Edin Army Veterinary | unknown | 1917 unknown VR 30 (1534)
27/7/1883 Corps p227 1917
Lt Col. WF Walter Francis | New Edin Army Veterinary | unknown | 06/12/1916 | Saharanpur Cemetry, VR 29 (1507)
Shore 30/5/1889 Corps India p499 1917
Capt. MJ Marcus James | Glasgow Army Veterinary | 49 10/09/1915 | Cairo War Memorial VR 28 (1419)
Stevenson Stevenson 12/1888 Corps Cemetery, Egypt pl34 1915
Capt. J Storie John Storie New Edin Army Veterinary | 59 06/10/1915 | Prestonkirk Parish VR 28 (1422)
10/4/1880 Corps Churchyard, Scotland plé4 1915
VR 28 (1423
P178 1915
Capt. WH William Henry | London Royal Army 35 11/02/1919 | Longuenesse (St. Omer) | VR 31(1599)
Taylor Taylor 14/7/1905 Veterinary Corps Souvenir Cemetery, p304 1919
France
Capt. P Thexton | Percival Liverpool Army Veterinary | 32 20/11/1918 | St. Germain-au-Mont- VR 31(1587)
Thexton 20/7/1906 Corps d'or Communal pl91 1918
Cemetery Extension,
France
Capt. W Walsh | William Walsh | Dublin Royal Army 42 27/02/1919 | Ballina Catholic N/A
12/12/1912 Veterinary Corps Cathedral Churchyard,
Republic of Ireland
Lieut. JM White | James Dublin Army Veterinary 32 16/03/1916 | Henu Churchyard, France | N/A
Matthew White | 14/12/1910 Corps




